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were revised by a board including Ells- 
worth D. Foster, a well-known encyclo- 
pedia editor; Douglas Waples, of the 
Graduate Library School, University of 
Chicago; Mary Armstrong Ayres, Chil- 
dren’s Librarian, Oak Park, Illinois; 
Chester H. Lawrence, artist, author, 
educator; Esther M. Bjoland, school 
superintendent and author; and Karl H. 
Goodwin, staff editor. The decisions of 
the board were largely fortified by ad- 
vice from specialists in the fields of his- 
tory, geography, the natural sciences, and 
sociology.” James Laughlin Hughes 
died in 1935 and Ellsworth D. Foster in 
1936. The latter’s place as editor-in- 
chief has been taken by Dr. L. V. Cavins. 
The set is intended to fill a need for 
a moderate-priced encyclopedia “de- 
signed for students from the fifth to the 
tenth grade; and also for their teachers.” 
It aims accordingly to stress “relevance 
to the school curriculum, brevity of treat- 
ment, and simplicity of language,” as 
well as accuracy and up-te-dateness. At 
the same time, according to the preface, 
“it should be useful to the many groups 
of adult readers, in addition to teachers, 
who can benefit by a reasonable con- 
.densation of such essential facts as are 
taught in the first ten years of school.” 
Articles are unsigned, except for an 
occasional one signed with initials which 
are not explained, and there is no list 
of contributors. There appear to be few 
bibliographies other than partial lists of 
authors’ works in their biographies. 
Factual information seems with few 
exceptions accurate and up to date. 
Some of the articles on abstract sub- 
jects, however, particularly those mainly 
addressed to teachers, do not seem dis- 


tinctly modern in tone. For much of 
the material in this encyclopedia, the edi- 
tors have drawn legitimately upon the 
New practical reference library, a six- 
volume set published in 1914, which was 
owned by the original publishers of the 
American educator and edited by Ells- 
worth D. Foster. Though a large pro- 
portion of this material has been recently 
revised, certain articles, such as those on 
“Language and grammar” and “Geog- 
raphy, Methods of teaching,” appear 
identical with similar articles in the New 
practical reference library, v.6. The out- 
lines and suggestions for teachers in- 
cluded in these and certain other articles, 
such as “Reading” and “Themes, Out- 
lines for,” brought over with few changes 
from the older work, do not now seem 
stimulating or up to date. 

Stories and poems appear in the 
articles “Kindergarten,” “Language and 
grammar,” “Mythology,” ‘Reading,” 
“Storytelling,” and “Thrift.” Sum- 
maries of Silas Marner, David Copper- 
field, The mill on the Floss, Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook farm, and The Bird’s Christ- 
mas carol, with brief excerpts, are found 
under the heading Literature, Boys and 
girls in. Travel chats on Japan, the Phil- 
ippines, the Hawaiian islands, and the 
Lesser West Indies, included under the 
heading Travels in distant lands, would 
seem more useful under the names of the 
individual countries. These features have 
little value for reasonably well-equipped 
school or public libraries, though they 
may be of interest in homes or schools 
where books are few. 

In style the articles in the American 
educator encyclopedia do not seem par- 
ticularly adapted to the interests and 
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understanding of children of grade 
school age. The brevity frankly em- 
phasized by the editors is not uniformly 
achieved through conciseness of expres- 
sion but sometimes through omissions 
which lessen the adequacy of the in- 
formation. For instance, the article on 
the tiger fails to describe its habitat be- 
yond the statement that the animal “at- 
tains its full development in India” ; that 
on the Mayo brothers omits mention of 
the famous clinic by name. 

Occasional lapses in the literary 
quality of the style may be noted, as in the 
article “Money.” 

Cross references are extensively used. 
Volume 10 contains an index, p.3993- 
4053. This is not very minute and has 
not been thoroughly revised. In many 
cases page references are incorrect, and 
entries are retained for articles dropped 
from the body of the encyclopedia and 
are lacking for new articles. 

Paging is continuous throughout the 
set. Inclusive pages and volume number 
are given on the back of each volume. 

Illustrations vary in quality and value. 
While there are numerous plates of at- 
tractive photographs, there are, also, 
some old-fashioned plates and line draw- 
ings which seem of little interest or use. 
Many of the illustrations in color ap- 
pear to be reproductions of plates used 
in the New practical reference library. 

The arrangement of the American 
educator encyclopedia is similar to that of 
the World book. Some idea of the rela- 
tive comprehensiveness of the two sets 
may be gained by a comparison of the 
number of entries beginning with Ch. 
There are 352 such entries in the 
World book and 222 in the American 


educator, including cross references. Of 
these 186 are found in both encyclo- 
pedias, 166 in the World book and not in 
the American educator, and 36 in the 
latter but not in the World book. Dif- 
ferences in arrangement make compari- 
son with Compton’s pictured encyclo- 
pedia impractical. 

The American educator is substan- 
tially bound in attractive blue keratol 
and is sidesewn. The paper seems good, 
the print is clear and margins are ade- 
quate. 

The set contains much reliable, up-to- 
date information which makes it worthy 
of consideration among the less expen- 
sive encyclopedias, especially for home 
use where brief information is adequate. 
Disadvantages in style, inclusiveness, 
and fulness of treatment which the 
American educator shows in comparison 
with the more expensive sets designed 
for young people, however, should be 
carefully considered in relation to the 
differences in price, where the school or 
public library is concerned. The 4 merican 
educator encyclopedia is recommended 
with such reservations. 


Automobile engineering, a home- 
study course and general reference 
work on the construction, care, and 
repair of cars, trucks, tractors, out- 
board motors, and motorcycles; ig- 
nition and starting systems; also 
instructions on aviation and Diesel en- 
gines; service station operation. Pre- 
pared by a staff of automobile experts, 
under the supervision of Ray F. 


Kuns. . . . Over 1500 illus. 6v. Chi- 
cago, American technical society, 
c1937. $24.80; 25% discount to 
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libraries. Replacement price to librar- 

ies for individual volumes $3.10. 

This is a revision of a set reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin for 
October 1935. It covers the basic prin- 
ciples and practices of American auto- 
mobile construction for the home student 
and mechanic, and is not intended for 
the practicing automobile engineer and 
designer. As in previous editions, the 
text is clearly written and well illus- 
trated. Revisions and deletions, some of 
which are quite extensive, include the 
following: 

Volume I. About 20 per cent of this 
volume is new material on general auto- 
mobile construction, cooling systems, pis- 
tons, valves, connecting rods, bearings, 
and air cleaners. 

Volume II. The old section on car- 
buretors has been replaced with later 
information, and the following new sub- 
jects have been added: temperature 
gauges, manifold heat control, clutches, 
transmissions, and hypoid gear lubrica- 
tion. 

Volume III. The revisions in this 
volume consist of 19 pages of new 
material on vacuum trailer brakes, and 
new sections on axles, springs, inde- 
pendent suspension systems, spring 
shackles, and shock absorbers. 

Volume IV. Contains a new 65-page 
description of recent commercial Diesel 
engines and their fuel injection systems. 
The sections on gasoline tractors, avia- 
tion engines, and buses remain un- 
changed. 

Volume V. Contains an entirely new 
chapter on service station operation, new 
material on automobile radio installation 
and servicing, and minor revisions of the 


material on magnetos, spark plugs, and 
batteries. 

Volume VI. All of the automobile 
wiring diagrams have been brought up 
to date. In most cases they now cover 
the period from 1933 to 1937 inclusive. 
There are also a few new pages on gener- 
ators, condensers, and ignition timing. 

Many of the illustrations throughout 
the set are new. 

Each volume has its individual index, 
and there is a complete index to the set 
in volume VI. 

Automobile engineering furnishes 
authentic and practical information for 
the home student or the repair man, and 
should be a useful addition to the auto- 
motive collections of libraries. 

It is recommended. 


Careers. 537 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, 
Institute for research devoted to voca- 
tional research, c1930-1937. 28 cm. 
87 pamphlets sold in 17 groups as 
follows: Group A, 7 pamphlets, 
$5.25; Group B-Q, 5 pamphlets each, 
$3.75 for each group; 10% discount 
on 5 or more groups; 20% on 10 or 
more groups. 

Since this set was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January 
1931, 30 occupations have been added 
and some revisions have been made in 
reissues of about one third of the earlier 
pamphlets. These revisions, as well as 
the treatment of newer subjects, reflect 
the influence of certain criticisms made of 
the original monographs. Names and 
addresses of professional and trade or- 
ganizations and publications, suggested 
readings and, in many cases, names and 
addresses of educational institutions are 
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now included, and add considerably to 
the practical value of the information. 
Among the earlier issues which show 
revision are those on librarianship, physi- 
cal education, advertising, investment 
banking, aviation, dramatic art, consular 
and trade services, nursing, and medicine. 
The set to date covers the following oc- 
cupations: 

Group A: 1, Selecting a career; 2, 
Civil engineering; 3, Biological work; 
4, Accountancy; 5, Interior decoration; 
6, Physical education; 7, Law. 

Group B: 8, Librarianship; 9, Pub- 
lishing; 10, Dentistry; 11, Music; 12, 
Architecture. 

Group C: 13, Landscape architec- 
ture; 14, Commercial and industrial art; 
15, Geological work; 16, Chemistry and 
chemical engineering; 17, Advertising. 

Group D: 18, Diplomatic service; 
19, Journalism; 20, General agricul- 


ture; 21, Horticulture; 22, Animal 
husbandry. 
Group E: 23, Forestry; 24, Home 


economics; 25, Nursing; 26, Medicine; 
27, Optometry. 

Group F: 28, Osteopathy; 29, Hos- 
pital management; 30, Investment bank- 
ing; 31, Banking; 32, Manufacturing. 

Group G: 33, Salesmanship; 34, 
Hotel management; 35, Industrial per- 
sonnel work; 36, Mechanical engineer- 
ing; 37, Electrical engineering. 

Group H: 38, Acoustical engineering ; 
39, Aviation; 40, Insurance; 41, Die- 
tetics ; 42, Criminology. 

Group I: 43, Social work; 44, Phar- 
macy; 45, Statistical work; 46, Clay 
working ; 47, Photography. 

Group J: 48, Merchandising; 49, 
Dramatic art ; 50, Recreation leadership ; 


51, Consular and foreign trade services; 
52, Teaching. 

Group K: 53, Farm management; 
54, Beauty-shop management; 55, 
Women’s apparel-shop management; 56, 
Garage management; 57, Construction 
contracting. 

Group L: 58, Government service; 
59, Radio; 60, Traffic management; 61, 
Diesel engine; 62, Petroleum industry. 

Group M: 63, Florist industry; 64, 
Private and social secretaryship; 65, 
Book-store operation; 66, Commercial 
and trade association secretaryship; 67, 
Air conditioning. 

Group N: 68, Laboratory technician; 
69, Restaurant and tea-room operation; 
70, Dry-cleaning industry; 71, Veteri- 
nary medicine; 72, Mortuary operation. 

Group O: 73, Vocational and edu- 
cational counseling; 74, Real estate 
management; 75, Personal shopper; 76, 
Metallurgical engineering; 77, Aero- 
nautics (non-flying). 

Group P: 78, Merchandise buyer; 
79, Dairy farming; 80, Dairy products 
industry; 81, Ceramic engineering; 82, 
Exploring. 

Group Q: 83, Sanitary engineering; 
84, Meteorology; 85, Fuel technology 
(coal) ; 86, Dental hygienist; 87, Gift 
and art shop operation. 

The loose-leaf feature has been aban- 
doned. The monographs, well printed on 
coated paper like the earlier ones, are 
illustrated. They are now being issued 
in dark paper covers simulating leather. 

The newer and the revised issues are 
in general longer than those formerly re- 
viewed, covering from 11 to 32 pages. 
For the complete series, the average 
length of the monographs is 18 pages. 
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The research service is no longer ad- 
vertised as included in the subscription 
price. 

As a whole, this series supplies prac- 
tical, authoritative, and interesting in- 
formation on the various occupations 
which is useful in general reference work 
as well as in vocational counseling. The 
Careers monographs are recommended 
where price is not of first importance. 


Encyclopedia of American biog- 
raphy; new series; under the editorial 
direction of Winfield Scott Downs in 
association with a notable advisory 
board. v.1-8- . N. Y., American his- 
torical society, inc., 1934-1938- . $35 
per v.; special prices and arrangements 
can be made by libraries which find 
these sets useful. 

The first series, published under the 
title American biography, was reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin for 
January 1931, p.4. The new series, 
of which eight volumes have appeared 
to date, is similar to the original in 
arrangement, physical make-up, and other 
respects. 

The editor, Winfield Scott Downs, has 

‘also served as editor of other biograph- 
ical and genealogical publications, in- 
cluding Who’s who in engineering, W ho’s 
who in New York, and the magazine 

Americana. Articles in the encyclopedia 

are not signed, and names of persons 

responsible for the publication, besides 
the editor, are not given. 

Many noted names appear among the 
biographies, such as Cordell Hull, Willis 
Van Devanter, James Branch Cabell, 
and John Fritz, though the selection is 
not limited to persons of national repute. 


According to the editor, the subjects in- 
clude ‘“‘both living and deceased persons, 
not necessarily of country-wide fame, but 
men and women of reputation and sub- 
stantial achievement in their localities.” 

The sketches are written in a diffuse, 
eulogistic style similar to that of the 
earlier series. Their length is not 
governed by the prominence of the in- 
dividual ; e.g., Cordell Hull is given 3% 
columns, and James Buchanan, late mem- 
ber of the New Jersey bar, 13 columns. 
In regard to the authenticity of the 
material, the editor states that “articles 
are written by our staff of editors and 
submitted to the individuals and families 
concerned, or to their associates desig- 
nated by them as capable of verifying 
factual information.” Though not so 
extensively as in the first series, genealogi- 
cal information showing lines of descent 
and family records is frequently given. 

The biographies, like those in the origi- 
nal series, are not alphabetically arranged. 
The absence of a cumulative index is 
therefore a great inconvenience, since 
the individual index in each volume must 
be consulted before ascertaining whether 
the desired name may be found in the 
series. The fact that no distinction is 
made between entries for the subjects of 
the biographies and those for names 
merely mentioned in the sketches further 
complicates the location of material. A 
cumulative index is planned upon com- 
pletion of the tenth volume of the new 
series. 

Comparison of the new series of the 
Encyclopedia of American biography with 
the National cyclopaedia of American 
biography shows that there is very little 
overlapping of biographical information. 
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The volumes of the Encyclopedia of 
American biography, new series, are 
handsomely bound in blue three-quarter 
morocco and like the earlier series contain 
many portrait engravings and occasional 
colored plates of coats of arms. The 
quality of paper is good and the print 
is clear. 

Few of the biographies except those 
available in other sources will be the 
subject of inquiry in most libraries. 
Genealogical libraries will find the gen- 
ealogical material worth while. Where 
the set can be obtained at a special price 
or as a gift, it may be used for this purpose 
and, in the larger libraries, for supple- 
menting the more common biographical 
sources. It is recommended only with 
such reservations. 


National cyclopaedia of American 
biography. v.XXI-XXVI. N. Y., 
James T. White & co., 1931-1937. 
$15 per v. 


Volumes I-XX and the current 
volumes A, B, and C were briefly re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin for January 1931, and the current 
volume D was more fully reviewed in 
April 1935. Volumes XXI-XXVI be- 
long to the “Permanent series” to which, 
according to the preface to volume 
XXVI, sketches in the current volumes 
are transferred after the death of the 
subjects, when deemed of sufficient last- 
ing importance. They include not only 
persons who have died during recent 
years, but also many of earlier genera- 
tions, such as Robert Patterson, 1743- 
1824, in volume X XVI. 

These volumes resemble the earlier 
ones in style, arrangement, and format, 


and in the inclusion of photogravure or 
half-tone portraits, often with signature 
facsimiles, for many of the subjects of the 
biographies. Genealogical data, fre- 
quently included, are sometimes useful. 
All statements are based on information 
supplied by the families and checked by 
the editorial staff when possible. In- 
formation on industries, inventions, etc., 
incidental to the biographies, is interest- 
ing and useful, though in the case of 
volumes XXIV-XXVI, such informa- 
tion has not yet been indexed. 

Each volume contains a personal in- 
dex, and all are indexed in the loose- 
leaf index described below. Many biogra- 
phees are also included in the lists in 
White’s conspectus of American biogra- 
phy (a review of which follows on p.25). 

The publishers maintain in their edi- 
torial offices a well-organized file of 
biographical information much of which 
has never been published, which they state 
is available to librarians on request. 
Since January 1936, they have issued to 
their subscribers a monthly advertising 
broadside, W hite’s Biographical Bulletin, 
which gives information about some per- 
son recently become prominent, who has 
not yet been included in the encyclopedia, 
a list of anniversaries of the month, or 
observations about the editorial policy 
of the firm. 

The broad inclusiveness with which 
the publishers interpret their policy of 
including in the National cyclopaedia of 
American biography all persons “who 
held or are holding high positions in the 
national and state governments as well 
as those occupying positions of leader- 
ship and distinction in the professional, 
scientific, financial, industrial, and re- 
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, 


ligious spheres” is indicated by the size 
of volumes XXI-XXVI which contain 
an average of 450 pages each and have 
appeared at intervals of approximately 
one year. Like the earlier volumes, they 
include information on some _ persons 
about whom little or nothing else is avail- 
able in most libraries. At the same time, 
much of this material is not likely to be 
often needed, except where there is local 
interest in certain of the individuals. 
Volumes XXI-X XVI are recommended 
as an auxiliary source for American 
biography in libraries with large refer- 
ence collections. 


Indexes. N. Y., James T. White & 
1935- 





co., loose-leaf buckram 
$15. 

These are arranged in three parts in a 
loose-leaf binder, as follows: pt. I, a per- 
sonal and topical index in one alphabet 
to volumes I-X XIII; pt. II, a personal 
index to volumes XXIV-X XVI and sub- 
sequent permanent volumes as issued; 
pt. III, a full personal and topical index 
to the current series of living persons 
(volumes A-D). 

One’s first thought on examining the 
volume is Why have three 
indexes? but the necessity is apparent 
when one realizes that volumes XXIV- 
XXVI were published too late to be in- 
cluded in the general index, and that 
the current volumes are not intended to 
be permanent in form or content. 

Part I is the most important section 
since it covers all but three of the per- 
manent volumes. Until the publication 
of this new series of indexes, it has been 
necessary to consult the indexes to the 
individual volumes from volume XIV 


separate 


through XXIII, since the Index and 
conspectus covered the first 13 volumes 
This new index covers both the 
and revised editions of the 
volumes included. 

One is glad to say that the numerous 
inaccuracies in the entries in the Index 
and conspectus which sometimes made 
it impossible to locate the desired articles 
have not been carried over into the new 
Occasional typographical errors 
were noted, however; for example, there 
is a reference in the index under Ran- 
dolph, Theodore F. to volume 5, page 
10, instead of page 210, and another 
under Foote, Joseph L. instead of Jos- 
eph I. 

Some names included in the Index 
and conspectus have been omitted from 
the revised index. In the cases noted, 
the omissions were of names to which 
only very brief mention was made in 


only. 
original 


index. 


articles on other individuals. 

The entries are arranged in more con- 
venient and orderly form than before, 
especially the subject entries. Even so, 
the subject headings are not always well 
chosen and it is sometimes necessary to 
look under different headings for the 
same subject. For example, there is a 
heading Transcontinental speed record, 
which refers to an aviator’s record, but 
there is no reference to it under Aviation 
or like headings where other aviation 
matters are noted. 

The type used is much smaller than 
in the former index, but it is clear, and 
the judicious use of blackface type has 
resulted in entries that are easy to fol- 
The volume is in a substantial 
loose-leaf binder, uniform with the bind- 
ing of the set. 


low. 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 





nd 
1es 


he 


yus 
lex 
ide 
les 
ew 
ors 
ere 
an- 
age 
her 


| os- 


dex 
-om 
ted, 
tich 


-on- 
ore, 
| $0, 
well 
y to 
the 
is a 
ord, 
but 
ition 
ition 


APRIL, 


1938 25 





Recommended to libraries owning the 
set of the National cyclopaedia of Amer- 
ican biography. 





White’s conspectus of American 
biography; a tabulated record of 
American history and biography. .. . 
2d ed., rev. and enl., comp. by the edi- 
torial staff of the National cyclopaedia 
of American biography. N. Y., 
James T. White & co., 1937. viii, 
455p. $15. 


Although similar to A conspectus of 
American biography which appeared in 
1906, the new edition omits the personal 
and topical indexes to the National cyclo- 
paedia of American biography which now 
appear in the separate loose-leaf volume 
described above. Lists of “Founders of 
American families and their descend- 
ants,” editors of magazines and news- 
papers, mayors of the larger cities, 
“Character lessons in American biog- 
raphy,” “Notable sayings,” and “Last 
words of famous Americans,” found in 
the first edition, are also omitted. New 
features are the historical lists of direc- 
tors of museums and “Principal treaties 
and conventions.” A topical index, 
p.445-55 is a helpful addition. 

Revisions to include recent material 
have been made in all lists, such as those 
of public statues in the United States, 
pseudonyms and sobriquets, Americans 
in fiction, poetry, and drama, members 
of the legislative, judicial, and adminis- 
trative bodies of the United States gov- 
ernment, etc. The lists of “Americans 
pre-eminent in literature, the arts and 
sciences, and the professions” have been 
greatly enlarged by the addition of new 
classifications as well as new names. Ref- 


erences to biographical data in the 
National cyclopaedia of American biog- 
raphy are given with all names, except 
those in the historical list of U. S. con- 
gressmen. The number of listed persons 
not included is comparatively small. 

Improvements noted in comparison 
with the earlier edition appear in a more 
logical arrangement of the material in 
general, in corrections in alphabetizing 
and pagination, and in clearer type. 

Despite the many improvements, how- 
ever, some errors or omissions were 
noted. Certain lists are intended to be 
selective only, and the omissions are 
sometimes disappointing. The list of 
recipients of awards, medals, and honors, 
though it has been greatly enlarged and 
should prove very useful, does not in- 
clude the American chemical society 
award in pure chemistry nor any of the 
awards made by the American historical 
association. The historical lists of presi- 
dents of universities and colleges omit a 
number of state universities, such as 
Arkansas, Delaware, Idaho, New Mex- 
ico, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Wash- 
ington. Some of the lists are not as up 
to date as the prefatory date, December 
1, 1937, would lead one to expect. The 
list of members of Congress is brought 
through the 74th session, though names 
for the 75th were also available. Re- 
cipients for 1936 are not included in 
many of the lists of awards. Changes 
in 1935 in the presidency of Robert col- 
lege and of the University of Georgia 
have not been included. In the case of 
Yale university, there is an error in the 
listing of Caleb F. Gates, formerly presi- 
dent of Robert college, as president fol- 
lowing Arthur Twining Hadley. 
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In identifying pseudonyms and sobri- 
quets, only the surname of the real name 
is given, without Christian names or 
initials; e.g., for Octave Thanet, French 
is the only clue to the real name. Though 
the complete name may be found by con- 
sulting the biography in the National 
cyclopaedia of American biography, re- 
ferred to under the pseudonym, the value 
of the list for libraries not owning the 
set is much lessened. The usefulness of 
the list of Americans in fiction, drama, 
and poetry, would have been increased by 
a more consistent designation of the type 
of literary work cited. 

Though part of the material which 
makes up White’s conspectus is avail- 
able in almanacs or other volumes found 
in most libraries, some of it is not so easily 
located. It is brought together here in 
a convenient form which makes it, in 
spite of certain flaws, useful for quick 
reference. The Conspectus is recom- 
mended for large libraries and also for 
smaller libraries whose need for this type 
of material might justify the expendi- 
ture. 


Nelson complete encyclopedia; ed.- 
- in-chief, John H. Finley; Sir Robert 
A. Falconer, Canadian ed.; Sir Henry 
J. Newbolt, European ed.; Henri F. 
Klein, managing ed. Lond. and 
N. Y., Thomas Nelson and sons, 1937. 
24v. $36; to libraries and schools $24. 
Though not sold by subscription, the 
Nelson complete encyclopedia is a re- 
print of a subscription set, Nelson’s per- 
petual loose-leaf encyclopedia, reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin for 
April 1930, p.11. The loose-leaf edi- 
tion is still being published and sold at 


the regular price of $99.50. The re- 
print, designed as an inexpensive encyclo- 
pedia for smaller high schools and for 
homes, differs from the original only in 
binding, in the omission of the index and 
the colored illustrations, except for a 
colored frontispiece in each volume, and 
in the substitution of smaller black-and- 
white maps for the colored folding maps 
of the loose-leaf edition. Revisions of 
the loose-leaf edition through October 
1937, are incorporated in the Nelson 
complete encyclopedia. 

General criticisms of the text of the 
older publication, favorable and unfavor- 
able, therefore apply to the new edition. 
Information, in the form of short articles 
on specific subjects, is concise and author- 
itative. As in other encyclopedias par- 
tially revised from time to time, the age 
of the information varies. Articles on 
the major countries include events of 
recent years, though not in all cases as 
late as 1937. “Electricity in medicine,” 
“Taxation,” and ‘“Tariff” are among the 
articles rewritten or revised as recently 
as 1936. Changes have been made in 
shorter articles occurring on the same 
pages with the more important revised 
subjects. As in the loose-leaf edition, 
the newer material is frequently found 
on special pages inserted in the midst of 
older articles; e.g., a discussion of the 
Spanish war of 1936 is inserted between 
the pages of an article on “Spain: 
Language and literature.” Bibliogra- 
phies show the addition of recent titles 
where the text of articles has been re- 
vised. Dates of death have been added 
to the biographical sketches of many per- 
sons who have died in recent years, but 
this has not been done in all cases; for 
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example, those of Michael Pupin, who 
died in 1935, and Dallas Lore Sharp, 
who died in 1929, do not appear. 

Some articles do not seem to have been 
revised for many years; for example, 
those on “Statistics” and “Italy: Lan- 
guage and literature,” written apparently 
during the early part of the twentieth 
century, and not brought up to date. 
Population figures of many cities and 
towns of the United States are for 1920 
or earlier, and for those of foreign 
countries are often equally out of date. 

A long list of contributors appears at 
the beginning of the first volume. A few 
articles throughout the set are signed by 
authorities on these subjects. 

The illustrations are numerous and 
on the whole interesting and useful. 
There are many black-and-white maps. 
While some are satisfactory, many of 
the more important ones, such as those 
of the states of the United States and cer- 
tain of the larger countries are crowded 
and indistinct. 

The volumes are attractively and ap- 
parently firmly bound in black morocco- 
grained cloth with a pleasing design in 
red and gold. The print, arranged in 
three columns to the page, is small. 

An annual supplement of slightly over 
500 pages, consisting of the combined 
semiannual revision sheets issued to sub- 
scribers to the loose-leaf edition, is 
planned by the publishers for sale at a 
nominal price to purchasers of the Nel- 
son complete encyclopedia. 

The condensation of material, the 
relatively small print, and the inadequacy 
of many of the most needed maps, render 
the Nelson complete encyclopedia un- 
suitable as a substitute in the public or 


school library for one of the more com- 
prehensive recommended encyclopedias, 
though it might be used to supplement 
these. At its comparatively low price, 
it may be recommended as an authorita- 
tive reference work for the home which 
cannot afford a more expensive encyclo- 
pedia. 


New outline of knowledge; ed. by 
Utley E. Crane. New rev. ed. 20v. 
1524 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pro- 
gressive pub. co. [cl924, 1936] 
$29.50; 10% discount to libraries and 


schools. 


This set was originally published in 
1924 by the James A. Richards co., under 
the title Outline of knowledge, edited by 
James A. Richards. The earlier edition 
was not available for comparison, but 
according to a Library of Congress card, 
the number of volumes, contents, and ar- 
rangement are similar. 

In the absence of a preface to the 1936 
edition, one must turn for a statement 
of the purpose of the collection to the 
“Reader’s guide” section, v.20, p.465, 
which states that the set “has been pre- ° 
pared with one great truth constantly in 
view: that every American has a right 
to acquire the essence of a college educa- 
tion without being bored,’ and that the 
New outline of knowledge “differs from 
every other collection of its kind by mak- 
ing the acquisition of this knowledge a 
pleasure instead of a task.” 

The set consists of discussions by 
modern authors of the important fields 
of knowledge, together with selections 
of poetry, essays, drama, philosophy, and 
other works of famous writers of various 
ages. The discussions vary in length 





A listing in this Bulletin does not constitute a recommendation 








28 SUBSCRIPTION Books BULLETIN 





from several chapters, as that on elec- 
tricity, to more than two volumes, as the 
history of the world. 

Utley Crane, editor of the collection, 
is the author of Business law for business 
men (new ed., 1916). A number of the 
contributors are authors or editors of 
well-known books. Waldemar Kaempf- 
fert and Herbert T. Wade, joint authors 
of the section on astronomy, collaborated 
on a book on that subject in 1909 and to- 
gether edited A popular history of 
American 1924. William 
Allen Hamor, author of the section on 
chemistry, is assistant director of the 
Mellon institute for industrial research, 
as well as author of many articles and 
books. Arthur Donald Innes, contribu- 
tor of the world history, has published 
many historical works. Frederick H. 
Martens, author of several volumes of 
the set, has written 4 thousand and one 
nights of the opera and other works. 
Floyd L. Darrow, contributor of 
“Atoms, molecules, and electrons,” and 
Francis Rolt-Wheeler, contributor of the 
article on anthropology, are known 
chiefly as writers of books for boys, such 
as The boy’s own book of great inven- 
tions by the former, and The boy with 
the U.S. survey by the latter. 

A number of the contributors could 
not be identified in the usual biographi- 
cal sources. 

Part of the material is reprinted from 
other volumes. The section on mathe- 
matics is identical with chapters 1, 2, 
and 7 of Pure mathematics by L. Leland 
Locke, published in 1917 by the Current 
literature publishing company as volume 
8 of The science history of the universe, 


edited by Francis Rolt-Wheeler. Volume 


invention, 


10 contains reprints of several entire 
volumes: The book of good manners, 
by Frederick H. Martens (Social cul- 
ture publications, cl1922); Essays of 
culture, originally The book of culture 
by Harriet Lane (Social mentor publi- 
cations, cl1922); Physical beauty by 
Florence Courtenay (Social mentor pub- 
lications, c1922); and Color harmony 
and design in dress by Millicent Melrose 
(Social mentor publications, c1922). 
The type has been reset, and illustrations 
found in the original volumes have not 
in all cases been reproduced here. 

The material on the sciences, such as 
geology, botany, chemistry, etc., and that 
on the world history by Innes, are treated 
in textbook style, and seem on the whole 
clear and informative. In such sections 
as The romance of evolution and The 
personal romance of history, as the titles 
might indicate, the treatment is some- 
what fictional, and the style is colloquial. 
Sensational incidents are emphasized, as 
indicated by such chapter headings as 
“The purple passions of imperial Rome.” 

The selections of famous writings in- 
clude English poetry from Chaucer to 
Kipling, several Shakespearean plays, 
and other English dramas, excerpts from 
Chesterfield’s letters to his son, Descarte’s 
Principles of philosophy, Plutarch’s 
Lives, the writings of Herodotus, etc. 

Recent material has been added to 
certain sections, as chemistry and history, 
the latter including events as late as Hit- 
ler’s accession to power, but other sec- 
tions are apparently not up to date. For 
instance, in the description of the solar 
system in the section on astronomy, the 
planet Pluto, discovered in 1930, is not 
mentioned. Other evidences of lack of 
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revision of certain parts of the set appear 
in such statements as that in regard to 
the Empress Eugénie in “The personal 
romance of history,” v.2, p.502: “She 
died over a year ago (1922), a tragic sur- 
vival of an epoch that had passed.” 

The arrangement is not designed to 
facilitate the finding of information. 
There is no general table of contents and 
no index of any kind. The world history 
to the middle of the nineteenth century 
is found in volumes 4 and 5, and con- 
tinued in volume 20. Part of the article 
on chemistry appears in volume 7 with 
the sections on anthropology, botany, and 
astronomy, and part in volume 8 with 
physics, electricity, etc. The selections 
of English poetry in volumes 11 and 12 
appear at first glance to be arranged 
chronologically, but there are many dis- 
crepancies, such as the inclusion of Mrs. 
Browning’s poems between those of 
Lamb and Keats in volume 11, with 
selections from Milton at the end. 

There are not many illustrations, but 
those included are attractive, clear plates. 
Their effectiveness is frequently lessened 
by their inclusion at some distance from 
the text which they illustrate. Many are 
reproductions of famous works of art but 
are not always identified with their 
originals. 

The volumes are compactly bound in 
various shades of cloth simulating leather 
and printed on thin paper in 9-point 
type. 

The set is apparently designed for 
adult rather than juvenile use. The 
treatment of such sections as The per- 
sonal romance of history already referred 
to seems unsuitable for young people. 
Though there is some material which 


might be of interest in the home with few 
books, most of this information can be 
found in better form in other types of 
books. The New outline of knowledge 
does not seem to fill a need for home, 
school, or public library. It is not 
recommended. 


Van Nostrand’s scientific encyclo- 
pedia...27%cm. N. Y., Van 
Nostrand, 1938. 1234p. library 
buckram or flexible fabrikoid $10; de 
luxe red morocco, limited ed., $25. 
This one-volume encyclopedia includes 

material on the following sciences: aero- 

nautics, astronomy, botany, chemistry, 
engineering, geology, mathematics, medi- 
cine, mineralogy, navigation, physics, and 
zoology. “The responsibility for each 
science,” the preface states, “has been left 
largely in the hands of a single author 
to gain a unity impossible when many 
men contribute. However, although the 
responsibility rested largely in the one 
scientist of note, nevertheless in each field 
a number of men have worked with the 
author, and a still larger group have 
consulted in an advisory capacity with: 
the authors and publishers.” Ten college 
and university professors from as many 
different institutions are listed as con- 
tributing editors and 11 others as consult- 
ing editors. Nearly all are well known 
for previous publications in their special 

fields. Each article, even though it is a 

brief definition, is signed with the initials 

of the author. 

The entries, numbering approximately 
10,000, are arranged alphabetically. The 
length of articles varies from 2 lines to 
10 pages. In general each begins with a 
simple definition and progresses to a more 
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detailed explanation of the subject. The 
definitions are clear and condensed and 
worded in modern scientific terminology. 

A simple but ingenious system of cross 
reference is an important aid to the user 
in correlating information in the volume. 
Certain words in the text are printed in 
boldface type to indicate that under these 
headings are articles containing additional 
pertinent material. For example, in the 
article ‘Einstein equivalence principle,” 
the words relativity forces, acceleration, 
and centrifugal force are in boldface type, 
since these terms head articles of related 
interest. The information under Chemis- 
try, covering three pages, consists almost 
entirely of such cross references to the 
many ramifications of the subject. 

Well-selected illustrations and tables 
add appreciably to the clarity of the defi- 
nitions. Illustrations include small maps, 
diagrams, graphs, photographs, etc. 
Among the excellent tables are those of 
International atomic weights, 1937, 
Standards for wire gages in the United 
States, Atomic constants of elements, and 
History and evolution of chemistry. 

There are occasional omissions of 
material which one might expect to find, 
Such as a table of weights and measures. 
Abbreviations are not included. In re- 
gard to biographical information, mathe- 
matics and astronomy seem to be the 
fields chiefly represented, with articles 
on Galileo, Copernicus, etc. Names 
equally important in the other sciences 
do not appear. Indication of pronunci- 
ation would have been helpful. 

As a whole the volume presents useful, 
accurate, and well-illustrated informa- 
tion in the scientific fields covered, which 
should be of value to scientific workers, 


technologists, students, and educated 


laymen. It is recommended. 


Webster’s students dictionary for 
upper school levels. A Merriam- 
Webster. N. Y., Am. bk. co., c1938. 
xxii, 1001p. cloth $2.48; indexed, 
$2.72. 

This is an entirely new work, and, 
though it is based upon Webster’s new 
international dictionary, second edition, 
the definitions have been especially pre- 
pared with a view to the needs of students 
of “the upper school levels.” With re- 
spect to simplicity of language of the def- 
initions, as well as to the number and 
selection of entries, it occupies a ground 
between Webster’s elementary diction- 
ary, reviewed in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin for January 1936 and Webster’s 
collegiate dictionary, reviewed in Janu- 
ary 1938. 

According to the preface, Webster’s 
students dictionary contains more than 
57,000 entries “selected largely on the 
basis of their occurrence in textbooks and 
other books used in the upper school 
levels.” It attempts to represent not 
only the current literary vocabulary but 
also the various scientific fields covered 
by the school curriculum. Obsolete and 
archaic terms are generally excluded, as 
are all but the most important dialect, 
colloquial, and slang terms. 

Spelling, syllabication, pronunciation, 
etymologies, inflectional forms, and de- 
rivatives are given. Synonyms are not 
only frequently listed but also have dis- 
tinctions in meaning explained. Anto- 
nyms are occasionally noted. The defini- 
tions seem clear and full, with illustrative 
examples added when they seem of value. 
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Special applications in various fields, such 
as the sciences, technology, sports, etc., 
are indicated. 

Biblical and mythological names and 
foreign phrases appear in the main alpha- 
bet. Appendixes include biographical 
and geographical names in a combined 
list and lists of abbreviations and signs 
and symbols. 

The introductory pages include a 
“Guide to pronunciation” condensed 
from the longer article in Webster’s new 
international dictionary, second edition, 
a discussion of correct English usage based 
upon certain terms frequently misused, 
rules for spelling, and explanatory notes 
on how to use the dictionary. 

Tables and lists, such as the books of 
the Bible, kinds of sonnets, monetary 
units, measures, and geologic ages, found 
throughout the main alphabet are valu- 
able features. Pictorial illustrations in- 
clude, besides line drawings in the text, 
eight plates in color. 

The physical make-up of the volume, 
bound in dark blue cloth, is excellent. 

W ebster’s students dictionary appears 
to be a highly satisfactory dictionary for 
school use from the fifth grade through 
senior high school. It is recommended 
for school and public libraries and for 
homes where a junior dictionary is 
needed. 


The World book, British empire 
edition; Harold Shelton, general ed., 
G. K. Bucknall, managing ed., 
assisted by leading authorities in every 
branch of knowledge; advisory ed., 
Lord Gorell. 10v. 26 cm. Toronto, 
W. F. Quarrie & co. [1937] illus. In- 
troductory price $49.50. 


This set is based on the United States 
edition of the World book encyclopedia, 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, in January 1930 and January 1935. 
It has been re-edited in England to meet 
the needs of readers in the British empire, 
and printed in England. Sets with a 
Canadian imprint, such as the one ex- 
amined, were bound in Canada, and 
have special Canadian title pages. 

The British aspect is emphasized not 
only in a special volume devoted to the 
Dominions and India, but also in changes 
in many articles throughout the set. 
Examples of this difference in emphasis 
are furnished by the following compari- 
sons with the 1937 American edition: 


British American 
edition edition 
Subject Columns Columns 
CG ia cirarccwenadesax 3% 32 
Edward I-VIII............ 27 4y 
Hudson’s Bay Company....3 1% 
Philippine Islands.......... 3% 361% 
i 1 27 


Illustrations of particular interest to 
British readers have been substituted for 
many of those in the American edition. 

A list of contributors to the British 
empire edition is given in volume 1. 

The alphabetical section A-Z in 
volumes 1-8 is similar in arrangement to 
the American edition, with information 
under specific headings. 

Volume 9, the special ‘“‘Dominions and 
India volume” is divided into six sections 
covering, respectively, Australia, Canada, 
the Irish Free State, New Zealand, the 
Union of South Africa, and India. 
Within each section, material is arranged 
alphabetically under such topics as Agri- 
culture, Banking and finance, Industries 
and manufactures, Literature, etc., as 
well as under names of persons and places. 
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There is a certain amount of duplication 
of information since articles on the 
various Dominions are included also in 
their alphabetical order in volumes 1-8. 
For instance, the animal life, natural re- 
sources, etc., of Canada are discussed in 
articles in volume 2 and in volume 9, 
though much more fully in the latter. 
Entries for persons and places in the 
British empire are divided between the 
main alphabet and the Dominions vol- 
ume. See references are usually though 
not always made from the Dominions 
volume to the main alphabet, but only 
rarely from the main alphabet to the 
Dominions volume. For example, the 
articles on Stephen Leacock, Montreal, 
and Ottawa are in the main alphabet, 
with see references from the Dominions 
volume, but Samuel de Champlain, 
Regina, and Saskatoon are in the Domin- 
ions volume with no see references from 
the main alphabet. All volumes, how- 
ever, are indexed together in volume 10. 
The publisher explains the use of a 
separate Dominions volume as follows: 
“For convenience in consecutive reading 
of special articles which give a unified 
and comprehensive view of each self- 
governing Dominion, and of the Empire 
as a whole, this volume is distinguished 
from the general alphabetical series of 
articles. This volume allows greater 
emphasis and larger provision of infor- 
mation on the Dominions than would be 
consistent with the normal proportioning 
of such material to the space available 
in the encyclopedia proper.” In a set 
designed to emphasize the British empire, 
however, the preponderance of material 
on its Dominions hardly seems sufficient 
to necessitate such a sacrifice of the 


greater convenience of the strictly alpha- 
betical order. 

Volume 10 is a guide to the whole set. 
It is made up of the following parts: 

1. Study guides, questions, reading 

lists, and charts for such subjects 

as History, Art, Sciences, etc., 
specially adapted for British users. 
. A dictionary of biography, which 
indexes personal names in volumes 

1-9, 

. A gazetteer, which indexes place 
names in the set. 

An index to illustrations. 
“Sectional” indexes, classified by 
eight broad subjects such as History, 
Law and government, the Arts, 
etc., with entries alphabetically 
listed under each of these main 
subjects. 

Information throughout the set is up 
to date and accurate, the style is clear 
and readable, and the illustrations are 
well chosen and well reproduced. The 
maps, made especially for this edition by 
John Bartholomew and son, Itd., of Edin- 
burgh, are clear and up to date. The 
volumes are sturdily bound in attractive 


blue fabrikoid. 


Recommended for home; public, or 


bo 


On Ww 


school libraries in the British empire. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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